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Now you can create a beautiful outdoor kitchen for entertaining with friends. This easy-to-build project can be built simply with  
two pallets of product that assemble quickly with no stone cutting required. Project is 98” x 109” with a 58” grill space.

6. 	For curved walls, place a block at the beginning of the 
curve, skip a space and place the next block in the third 
position. Rest a block on top of the original two, aligning 
the face with the adjacent blocks. Mark the bottom of 
the cap along the edges (as shown in illustration 6). Use 
a circular saw with a masonry blade to cut the marked 
block. Use this system when capping curved walls,  
as well.

7.	 To cap the wall, lay blocks perpendicular to the direction 
of the wall blocks. Use an exterior grade concrete 
adhesive to secure the caps.

8.  To cap a column, glue six blocks on top.  

Always wear eye protection when splitting blocks.

Read and understand the operating manual before 
using a saw.

6. Mark to Cut Curved Wall

8. Glue Cap on Column

7. Glue Cap on Wall

1.	 Begin by laying out the wall. Use stakes with a  
string line or a garden hose (excellent for curved walls) 
to mark the location of the back of the wall. Make the 
trench 16” wide and 4-5” deep. 

2.	 Remove loose soil and firmly compact the soil in the 
bottom of the trench with the tamper. Add a 3-inch layer 
of base material in the bottom of the trench; rake out 
and firmly compact. Base material can be paver base or 
an equivalent to 3⁄4 inch minus (with fines) aggregate.

3.	 Use a carpenter’s level to level the surface from front to 
back and side to side, checking level every few feet. Add 
more base material and repeat process as needed until 
appropriate base depth is achieved. Keep in mind, the 
more level the base material, the easier it is to level the 
block when building the wall.

4.	 Position the individual blocks side by side on the 
prepared base so that the back edge of block aligns with 
the string line. Level block in both directions, adjusting 
with the rubber mallet if necessary. Begin next course by 
laying a block in a staggered relationship to the course 
beneath (running bond) or other desired pattern. Check 
each course for level before continuing, adjusting with 
a rubber mallet. Repeat the process until you reach the 
desired wall height. 

	 Maximum exposed wall height not to exceed 20”.  
Maximum column height not to exceed 32”.

	 Use exterior grade concrete adhesive to secure each 
block in the top two rows.

5.	 You may need to split or cut blocks for your project. 

	 To split a block:  Use a hammer and chisel to score the 
block on all sides. Pound the chisel on the score line 
until the block splits. 

	 To cut a block:  Use a circular saw with a  
masonry blade. 

1. Stake Out/Remove Sod

2. Add & Compact Gravel

3. Level Base

4. Lay and Level Blocks

5. Split/Cut Blocks

Do•it•yourself 
Fresco Wall Installation Do•it•yourself Fresco Kitchen Installation

Planning Your FRESCOTM ACCENT WALL PROJECT

Calculating Square Feet: 

Length of wall in inches ___ x Height of wall in inches ___ 
= Total sq. inches = ___. Total sq. in. ÷ 144 = total sq. ft.
Walls: Total sq. ft. of walls ___ ÷ 0.29 = ___# of blocks needed.
Capping Walls w/Fresco Blocks: Length of wall in feet ÷ 0.66 = 
____ # of blocks for capping walls.
Columns: Height of column in feet ___ ÷ 0.30 = ___# of courses. 
Number of courses ___ x 4 = ___ number of blocks for columns. 
Capping Columns w/Fresco: 6 blocks per column.
Capping Walls w/Renaissance Paving Stones (not shown) 
Length of wall in feet ___ ÷ 1.15 = ___ # of Renaissance Paving Stones.

1.	 Prepare base as described in Fresco Installation 
Instructions (on page 22) or if installing on an 
existing patio move to step 2.

2.	 Layout the first course of the project to make 
sure it is placed in the right location and that the 
walls are square. (Columns A & B and Wall A will 
create the grill surround. Columns C, D, E and F 
will create the bar surface. Wall B will enclose your 
outdoor kitchen.)

	 a. Layout Column A by making a square using  
4 blocks by laying them at a right angle to each 
other.

	 b. Layout Wall A by placing 5 blocks end-to-end, 
aligning them with the back of the Column A

	 c. Layout Column B, keeping it inline with  
Column A and Wall A.

	 d. Layout Wall B by placing 6 blocks end-to-end at 
a 90 degree angle to Wall A; aligning them with the 
side of Column B.

	 e. Layout Column C, keeping the side in line with 
Wall B and Column B.

	 f. Layout Columns D, E, F keeping them in line with 
Column C, parallel to Wall A.

	 Make sure entire project is square before 
continuing to the second course.

3.	 Layout the second course of Columns, A, B, C, D,  
E and F. Rotate 90 degrees from previous course.

4. 	Layout the second course of Wall A by leaving 
approximately 2” gap between Column A and 
the first block.  Continue laying blocks with 
approximately 2” gap between them, keeping the 
seams staggered to the course below. 

5.	 Layout the 3rd course of blocks on columns and 
walls the same as the 1st course.

6.	 Layout the 4th course of blocks on columns and 
walls the same as the 2nd course. Glue 4th course 
of walls in place using an 
exterior grade 
concrete 
adhesive.

9. 	Cap the Columns A and B by using 6 Fresco blocks 
3 on either side of the column. Glue in place.

These four 
columns make 
up the bar. Just 
alter the rotation 
of the blocks for 
each layer as you 

apply them.
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Leave a 2” gap between blocks
in the second & fourth courses.

Firepit example as shown:
Walls: 12 blocks/course; 5 courses high includes

 partial buried course. Line with firebricks.

Cap firepit with  
Renaissance Paving 
Stones. Glue them 

in place. One stone on each 
side will need to  

be cut to fit. 

Sand under 
pit provides 

drainage.

Build pit with 
Fresco

 
blocks.

Build patio with 
Renaissance 

Paving Stones.

Place a metal 
drainage pipe 

underneath the 
pit and paving 

stones

Line the inside of 
your firepit with 

firebricks.

Required Materials: 240 pieces of Fresco and 12 pieces of Renaissance. Additional Renaissance Paving Stones are required to build patio.

On the last layer 
before the top, 

turn every other
FrescoTM block 

perpendicular to 
the face of the 

bar to create an 
overhang.

Glue Renaissance
Paving Stones onto 

both countertop 
surfaces. 

7.	 Repeat the pattern until walls are 5 courses high 
and columns are 7 courses high. Glue the top 2 
courses in place. (Fourth and fifth course for walls 
and sixth and seventh course for columns.)

8. To create the bar, use 8 blocks. Lay every other 
block perpendicular to the front of the bar, allowing 
the front of the block to overhang the front of the 
columns approximately 3”. To finish the countertop 
surface, lay 6 Renaissance Paving Stones  
side-by-side on each surface. Glue in place.




